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Whot is on my bollot?
The City of Edmonds is osking voters to consider onnexing to the South County Fire
Regionol Fire Authority (South County Fire) for flre ond emergency medicol service

Why is my city proposing lhis?
Currenily, the city controcts with Soulh County Fire for fire/EMS service. Property owners
poy for the controct through o generol property tox levy poid to the city. Costs continue
to increose ond the city ccnnot offord io renew the conlrocl when it ends in 2025.

Why con't the city offord higher controct costs?
Edmonds foces o fiscol emergency. Yeors of historic inflation hove outpoced revenues
ond contributed to o growing budget deficit. City leoders hove m<rde significont cuts,
borrowed funds, ond used reseryes. However, these meosures ore nol sustoinoble.
Annexotion is o possible firsl slep to susloinobility. lt willkee up money from the {ire
controct for olher bosic city services such cs police. roods, ond porks.

ls onnexing to Soulh County Fire the lowest cost option lo mointoin lhe level ond quolity
of emergency services for Edmonds residents?
Yes. The city reseorched stcriing its own fire deportment ond reoched out to other fire/
EMS providers. Annexing to South County Fire wos the lowest cost option to mointoin ihe
level ond quolity of emergency services our community receives. South County Fire olso
provides o relioble response on lond or overwoter to complex rescue emergencies ond
releoses of hozordous or toxic chemicols.

lillhol does o property owrer currently poy for fire service?
Currently, Edmonds collecls o generol levy of $0.74 per $1,000 of ossessed property
volue. The fire service conlroct costs $0.471$1,000. There is olso o city EMS levy of
$0.28l$1,000. A house volued of $895,700. considered the overoge in Edmonds, poys
opproximotely $67I J8lor {ire/EMS in 2025.

Whot would c property owner poy under onnexotion lor fire/EMS services?
Under onnexotion, properly owners would poy Souih County Fire directly for service
ond the city EMS levy would be eliminoted. ln 2025, lhe rote for fire/EMS ihrough South
County Fire is opproximotely $1.16 per $1.000 plus o "benefit chorge." lf onnexotion
were in effeci lodoy, the owner of o 2,500-squore-foot house volued ct $895,700 would
hove poid o nel increose of $445.93 {$37.l6 per month). The onnuol totol for lhe some
property would be $1,117.71.

Whot hoppens lo the $0.47l$1.000 properly owners ore currenlly poying for lhe conlroct?
The city will retoin this omount to use toword services such os its police deportmenl,
roods, ond pcrks.

Whot is o benefit chorge?
A fire benefii chorge moves owoy from lhe troditionol ossessed volue/property tox
funding model. lt funds emergency services bosed on o property's size ond risk of
fire insteod. Single-fomily homes ore chorged less ihon commerciol cnd high-fire risk

structures becouse ii costs less to serve them in o fire. {Leorn more obout o benefrt
chorge of https://www.southsnofire.orglobout-us/funding/benefil-chorge.)

lf opproved, when will onnexotion toke effecl?
Property owners would begin poying Soulh County Fire directly in 2026.
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Whot hoppens to the city's EMS levy?
The ciiy EMS levy would be eliminoted. lnsteod, property owners would poy on EMS levy
to South County Fire.

Will this impoct service when ! coll 9l I ?
No. The quolity ond level of emergency services our communiiy receives will continue
uninterrupted.

Whot hoppens to our fire stqlion ond opporotus?
South County Fire olreody owns oll lhe emergency apporatus. Slotions l5 (Moplewood)
ond 20 (Esperonce) will eventuclly be port of South Counly Fire's copitolossets. Stoiion
20 needs to be reploced ot on eslimoted cost of $20 million. Stotion 17 (downiown
Edmonds) would remoin the city's properiy ond would be used by South County Fire ot
no chorge os long os it remoins o fire stotion.

Willfirefighters lose lheir jobs?
No.All emergency personnel will continue to work for Soulh County Fire, just like they do
now. This is importont to mointcin service levels for our community.

Why did the cily choose Soulh County Fire?
. Leost expensive option to mointoin the level ond quolity of emergency services

residents cunenlly receive.
. Gives residents o vote ond direct represeniotion on South County Fire's Boord of

Fire Commissioners.
. South County Fire knows Edmonds ond hcs served the cily successfully for 15 yeors
. The cbility to plon long-term for emergency services os our city grows.
. More cosi-effective for toxpoyers with economies of scole ond buying power for

emergency opporclus, equipment cnd supply orders.

Why con't we jusl renew the fire services conlrocl?
Edmonds signed o controct mony yeors ogo when costs for emergency seryices were
much lower. The conlroct could not be renewed unless Edmonds properly owners poy
the some rote cs property owners in other communilies served by South County Fire. The
city connot offord this increose ond still provide other city services residents require due
to its budget constrcints.

Where is South County Fire locoted?
South County Fire is heodquortered south of Everetl ond serves neorly 300,000 residenis
in Brier, Edmonds, Lynnwood, Mill Creek, Mouniloke Terroce, ond unincorporoled
southwest Snohomish County.

Hove other cities onnexed into Soulh County Fire?
Yes. South County Fire wos creoied by o merger of lormer Snohomish County Fire District
I ond the city of Lynnwood. Since ihen, voters in the cities of Mill Creek, Mountloke
Terrcce ond Brier hcve onnexed to South County Fire.

When is fhe eleclion?
Annexotion will be on the April22,2025 Specicl Election bollot

Con South County Fire increose loxes on onnexed cities whenever they wont to?
No. South Counly Fire hos revenue limits by low or those lhot must be opproved
by voters.

Will residents be oble lo influence decisions reloted to our fire/EMS service?
Residents will hove lhe opportunity lo vote for representotives to serve on South
County Fire's Boord of Fire Commissioners. Residents con olso run io serve os o
fire commissioner.

H ove further questions? Emqil R FAinfo@edmondswo. gov
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